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4 There is no doubt/ I replied.

We conversed for some tune on indifferent subjects. My
manner was elated, and I entered into the sparkling contest
of conversation with success. The presence of Alceste was
my inspiration. I would not quit her side, and in time we
were once more alone.

* You are ever gay,.' she remarked.

' My face is most joyful when my heart is most gloomy.
Happiness is tranquil. Why were you not at the Opera?'

'1 go out very little/

' I went thither only to meet you. I detest those assem-
blies. You are always surrounded by a crowd of moths,
Will you dance?'

' I have just refused Grrimani/

' I am glad of it. I abhor dancing ; and I only asked you
to monopolise your society.'

* And what have you been doing to-day?    Have you seen
all our spectacles?'

c I have just risen. I did not go to bed last night; but
sat up musing over our strange meeting.'

* Was it so strange ?'

1 It was stranger than you imagine.'
' You are mysterious.'

* Everything is mysterious, although I have been always
taught the reverse.'

' I believe, too/ she remarked, with a pensive air, and in
a serious tone, ' that the courses of this world are not so
obvious as we imagine.'

' The more I look upon you, the more I am convinced
that yesterday was not our first meeting. We have been
long acquainted.'

4In dreams?'

' What you please. Dreams, visions, prophecies; I be-
lieve in them all. You have often appeared to me, a,nd I
have often heard of you/